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The African diaspora-the dispersal of black Africans as slaves Ikemefuna (Ee-keh-meh-fo 

throughout the West-put blacks in North and South America, A boy of fourteen when he is given to Umuofia by a neighboring 
Europe, and the Caribbean. The same adversity also created an village to avoid war, he is a clever, resourceful young man. 
intercontinental connection among black writers. who shared an " 
extraordinary racially-based identity. 

Achebe has been a major force i ~ t h i s  worldwide literary move- 
ment defining and describing this African experience. Other post- 
colonial writers in this movement include Leopold Senghor, Wole 
Soyinka, Aime CCsaire, Derek Walcott, Ngugi wa Thiong'o, and 
Birago Diop. These writers not only confront us with a multi-ethnic 
perspective of history and truth, but also challenge us to reexamine 
ourselves in this complex and evolving world. 

As an African novel written in English and departing signifi- 
cantly from more familiar colonial writing, Things Fall Apart was a 
groundbreaking work. Achebe's role in making modern African lit- 
erature a part of world literature cannot be understated. 

A Final Note: Throughout this novel, Achebe uses the spell- 
ing "Ibo"; be aware that this is the old spelling. Throughout the 
Notes, as well as on the map, we have used the contemporary, cur- 
rent spelling: "Igbo." 

Ekwefi (Eh-kweh-fee) 

Okonkwo's second wife; mother of Ezinma, her only living 
child. 

Ezinma (Eh-zeen-mah) 

Daughter of Ekwefi and Okonkwo; Ekwefi's only surviving 
child. 

Ojiubo (Oh-jee-ooh-boh) 

Okonkwo's third wife and mother of several of Okonkwo's 
children. 

Obierika (Oh-bee-air-ee-kah) 

Okonkwo's best friend in Umuofia. He often represents the 
voice of reason. He is the father of Maduka (.son] and Ekueke 
(daughter). 

LISTOF CHARACTERS - C h u  p ~ ~ n v n ~ i a t . -  - Chielo (Chee-eh-loh) 
Okonkwo (Oh-kawn-kwoh) A village widow who is also the priestess of Agbala. 

The central character of Things Fall Apart. A leader of the Afri- 
can Igbo community of Umuofia (Oo-moo-oh-fee-ah), known as a 
fierce warrior as well as a successful farmer, although he is a man 
still in his thirties. He has three wives and several children who live 
in their homes in his village compound. He is determined to over- 
come the stigma left by his father's laziness and wastefulness. 

Unoka (00'h-no-kah) 

Okonkwo's father, known for his weakness and lack of 
responsibility. 

Agbala (Ahg-bah-lah) 

The Oracle of the Hills and the Caves, she influences all aspects 
of Umuofian life (based on the real Oracle at Awka, who controlled 
Igbo life for centuries]. 

Mr. Brown 

The first white Christian missionary in Umuofia and Mbanta; 
an understanding and accommodating man, he is inclined to listen 
to the Igbos. 

Mr. Kiaga (Kee-ah-gah) 

Okonkwo's oldest son, age twelve at the book's beginning. By The native interpreter for the missionaries, he is a teacher and a 
nature, he is a sensitive young man. leader of the new church in Mbanta. . 



Things Fall Apart Genealogy 

I I 

Uchendu Okonkwo's = Unoka 
( 0  konkwo 's mother 

uncle) (unnamed) 

\ 0 konkwo 's 
unnamed 

sisters 

I r = 
wife # 1 (unnamed) 

= wife #2 (Ekwefi) 

Ezinrna 

0 konkwo 

= wife ##? (Ojiubo) 

II I 1 
Nwoye several Ikemefbna 
(Isaac) other (foster son) 

children 

several . 
children 

Obierika = wives 
( 0  konkwo's 

friend) 

Maduka 
(son,a good 

wrestler) 

Ekueke 
(daughter) 

The setting of Things Fall Apart is Nigeria, Africa's most popu- 
lous country, about one-third larger than Texas. Because of the 
various ethnic groups that have settled there, it is a fascinating com- 
bination of religions, cultures, and histories. The largest of these 
ethnic groups are the mostly Protestant Yoruba in the west, the 
Catholic Igbo in the southeast, and the predominantly Muslim 
Hausa-Fulani in the north. The action in the novel takes place in 
the southern part of the country, not far from the town of Ogidi, 
where the author, Chinua Achebe, was born. The time frame for the 
novel is the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth century. ! 


